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US Investment Had 'No Role' In DOJ Move To Drop Case
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Today, we are dependent on manufacturing
technology which is also with the global

Semicon 2.0 Approved: What's Next for India’s Semiconductor Ambitions? | Ashok Chandak,
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Semicon 2.0 will make India
a global hub, say experts

SECTOR LIFT. Industry expects investment, R&D, domestic value addition to accelerate

—
S Ronendra Singh
New Delhi

The approval of the next
phase of the Semicon India
Programme  (Semicon2.0),
with an outlay of €27 lakh
crore, has the potential to
position India not just as a
manufacturing destination,
butasa gJolully competitive

for semiconductor in-
novation, said analysts and
industry veterans.

The Cabinet on Wednes-
day approved the policy un-
der the India Semiconductor
Mission (ISM) to accelerate
the development of a robust
semiconductor ecosystem.

TECH LEAP,
eek: hen India’s

fith an outlay of ¥1.27 lakh crore, Semicon 2.0

Pankaj Mohindroo, Chair-
‘man, India Cellular & Elec-
tronics Association (ICEA),
said India has demonstrated
the intent and long-term
commitment to the industry
with more than 12 approved
projects In jus four years,

r ISM 1.0 and ISM 2.0
now builds on this strong
foundation with an emphasis
on design, R&D, capital
goods, and the entire supply

gt

foundation for a globally
competitive ecosystem that
will attract sustained invest-
ments, create high-value em-
ployment and enhance do-
mestic value addition,”
Ashok Chandak, President,
India ics and Semi-

“Semicon 2.0 marks a decis-
ive step in India’s journey
from policy intent to execu-
tion at scale. Phase 1 estab-
lished India’s credibility;
Phase 2 builds long-term
capability. By

footprint

investments,” headded.

rding to IESA, the
ISM 2.0 is also expected to
attract another $40-50 bil-
lion in investments, create
2-3 lakh high-skilled jobs,
significantly strengthen In-
dia’s position as a trusted

lobal

“This reflects the govern-
ment’s long-term vision to
build capabilities thatare rel-
evant to global supply chains
and position India as a con-
sequential player in the
global semiconductor in-
dustry.  Forward-looking
State governments will now
fiercely compete for invest-
ments to get a share of ISM
20. des

ATMPJOSAT ing,

R&D, and mlentpacdzk?glloy
ment, cach backed by incent-
ives of up to 75 per cent un-
der the design and R&D
illars, the government is
creating the full-spectrum
support our industry has
been advocating for and

conductor Association IESA  gle semiconductor
and SEMI India (Indian arm  partner.
of the global With ini-
said. tiati h as the Electron-
He said Semicon 20 ics Components Manufac-
comes at an opportune time,  turing S':hcmc (ECMS),
as the global Linked Incentive
industry is entering an un-  (PLI), Electronics Manufac-
pre nted  investment  turing Clusters (EMC 2.0)
cycle. “With worldwide and  State mmes,

semiconductor manufactur-
ing equipment spending ex-
pected to grow to nearly
$230 billion by 2028, the

Semicon 2.0 has the poten-
tial toaccelerate India’s jour-

¢ towards nearly 40 per
cm( domestic value addition

policy
ture (he next wave o[ elobal

BusinessI.ine

ing.itadded.

mcludmg Al compute v’ng&
IP owned by Indian compan-
ies, will be a focus area,” Mo-
‘hindroo said.

Aisha Ali Hussaini, Semi-
conductor Tax Partner at EY
India, said, “With anchor in-
vestments secured in fabric-
mon & packaging and com-

luction  now
undcrw:y India has moved
decisively from ambition to
execution.”
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India’s oldest chip fab reboot
awaits a final green light

NEWDELHI

venamiditsrushtobuild
E adomestic semiconduc-

tor ecosystem, India’s
plan to revive its oldest and
only state-owned chip fabrica-
tion plant—ravaged by a fire
nearly four decades ago—
remains stuck. Six months
after the government selected
three private firmstomodern-
ize the Semiconductor Labo-
ratory (SCL) in Mohali, the
project is still awaiting key
approvalsand other decisions,
government officials and
industry stakeholders said.
On 4+ December 2025, Tata
emiconductor Mnnuf.lclur-

The proposal would require
the Union cabinet'snod.  ase

cess. Weare now in processof
submitting the dueapplication
to the Cabinet, for approval,”
the official said, without speci-
fyinga timeline for the same.
“This approval is crucial for
the SCLprojecttobe givenits
requisite contracts, a third
official said
To be sum while India is
now goingall out to catch up,
SCL Mohali had been estab-
lished in 198+, a good three
yearsbefore global leader Tai-
wan Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Co. was founded, The
project was dc\umed lo mal\(-

India’s

1o revive the semiconductor
fabrication plant.
Oneofthe factors, an official

that

meanhlnlel IBM, l-:mvhll(l
and T

g, Cyient i

and Applw(l Materials
emergedasthe preferred bid-
ders for SCL’s 14,500 crore

rvqum- the Union cabinet’s
nod.
“The government is in the

($470 million) mode: processofs itting the nec-
project. essary paperwork for the Cabi-
Mint's ¢ with | net’ 1,”anothersenior

four officials and industry
stakeholders with direct
knowledge of the matter
revealed a mix of factors

official dm'cll) associated with
the approvals told Mint. “The
Decemberselection of bidders
wasto finalize the tender pro-

Instruments raced to design
chipsat the boom of personal
computing.

However, a mysterious fire
in 1989 ravaged most of SCL's
machinery, and the fab unit
neverreached the potential it
could have,

TURN TO PAGE 6
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IESA Welcomes Launch of
SEMICON 2.0

Bengaluru: The India Electronics and
Semiconductor Association (IESA)
welcomes today’s Union Cabinet
decisions, which together commit an
outlay of Rs.2,19,353 crore across
infrastructure and  electronics
manufacturing, including two significant
announcements for India’s semiconductor
and electronics industry - Semicon 2.0,
approved at an outlay of Rs.1,27,500
crore, and the new Mobile Phone
Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS), approved
at an outlay of Rs.62,500 crore over five
years. Ashok Chandak, President, IESA
and SEMI India, said, SEMICON2.0 marks
decisive step in India’s journey from policy
intent to execution at scale. Phase 1
established India’s credibility; Phase 2
builds long-term capability. SEMICON
India2.0 comes at an opportune moment
as the global semiconductor industry
enters an unprecedented investment
cycle. Semicon India 2.0 will strengthen
technological self-reliance and establish
India as one of the world’s most trusted
semiconductor and electronics
manufacturing destinations, commented
Mr. Navin Bishnoi, Chairperson, IESA.
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IESA welcomes launch of SEMICON 2.0

: The India E and Semi-

Scheme (\ﬂ’MS) that is de-

conductor msmnnon (IESA) welcomes
today's Union Cabinet decisions, which to-
gether commit an outlay of Rs. 2,19,353 crore
across infrastructure and electronics manufac-
turing, including two significant announce-
ments for India’s m,\)nducmr and electron-

said the programme lays the foundation for a

signed to take mobil toits next
phase, with an ambition to nearly double cu-
mulative production to about Rs. 39 lakh crore
and cumulative exports to about Rs. 15 lakh
crore, while creating 60,000 additional direct

spanning research, design, manufacturing,
packaging, equipment, materials and talent de-
velopment. The initiative places a strong em-
phasis on expanding semiconductor fabrication

jobs. Given that India b

125 ¢ m)blln.

facilities to redu gic import

500 cror
Phone Manufacturing S
proved at an outlay of Rs. 62,500 crore over
five years. Building on the strong foundation
and momentum laid under Phase 1 of India
Semiconductor Mission, the programme marks.
government’s commitment on long-term policy
support and India's transition from establish-

ing semiconductor manufacturing o building
globall

system spanning fabs, advanced packaging,
design, R&D, talent, machines (equipment),
materials and supply chains. Phase | has es-
tablished India's credibility by attracting over
USS20 billion in announced semiconductor in-
vestments and enabling multiple Fab and
ATMP/OSAT projects. With several OSAT
projects already under implementation and en-
tering production, Phase 2 rightly placcs greater
emphasis on semiconductor fabs, while con-
tinuing strong support for advanced packag-
ing, thereby creating a balanced and future-
ready semiconductor ccosystem. Ashok

Chandak, President, IESA and SEMI India, said: @

"SEMICON 2.0 marks decisive step in India's

'y from policy intent to execution at scale.
ablished India's credibility; Phase 2
-term capability. By

e ingas world's secoi
ap-  turing ecosystem p

percent of domesti demmand through Ms
India' devices, this scheme provides the conti-
nuity and ambition needed to sustain that mo-
mentum, while its incendives for domestic sourc-
and R&D by Indian brands
S addhion and build genu-
", Chandak

broader emphasis R&D. The
enhanced focus on mdxbmuu\ pmdncl devel-

opment, industry-led R&D and innovation will
help transform India from a design p

- attract global
- country's semiconductor value chain. Contin-

and complete the

ued support for Outsourced Semiconductor
Assembly and Test (OSAT) and advanced pack-
aging is expected to create high-value manu-
facturing jobs while positioning India as a pre-
ferred destination for chiplets and heteroge-
gration technologies critical for the
MICON India 2.0 also priori

ammes 'umul at creating more
than to ks skilled professionats to moet tho
projected global demand for nearly one million

into a complete design-to-manufacturing des-
tination. Together with complementary initia-
tives, Semicon India 2.0 will strengthen tech-
nological self-reliance and establish India as
onc of the world's most trusted semiconductor

Is by 2030. En-
hanced support under the Design Linked In-
e (DLI) Scheme is expected to acceler-
igenous chip design, intellectual prop-
ation and semiconductor product in-
n, enabling Indian startups to under-

and
commented Mr. Navin Bishnoi, Chairperson,
IESA. The programme is expected to cat
mnlhcf USS40-50 billion in it

advanced chip
The initiative further highlights the importance
of industry-driven, market-oriented rescarch

7 to

-3 lakh hi_gh-sklllcdj(gba. ly en-

1 partner Tomhu with mmplcmcman
has the

and India’s design-
to-manufacturing capabilities. In addition, a
dedicated focus on semiconductor equipment,
specialty chemicals, gases, materials,

anced packaging, design, R&D, tal-
ent and the semiconductor supply chain, the
Government is creating the foundation for a
globally competitive ecosystem that will attract
sustained investm
ployment and sige
value addition. SEMICON India 2.0 col
an opportune moment as the global semic
ductor industry enters an unprecedented in
vestment cycle. With worldwide

ate high-value em-

it

Manufacturing Scheme 1L(M5) Production
Linked Incentive (PLI), Electronics Manufac-
turing Clusters (EMC 2.0) and state
programmes, SEMICON 2.0 has the potential
to accelerate India's journey towards nearly
40% domestic value addition in electronics
manufacturing, bringing the nation signifi-
cantly closer to the vision of a truly
Atmanirbhar Bharat Tl\e India

and precision will
deepen domestic value addition, create op-
portunities for MSMEs and reinforce India's
role in global semiconductor supply chains.
Welcoming the initiative, IESA Vice Chairper-
son Pradeep Vajram said the association looks
forward to working closely with MeitY, the
India Semiconductor Mission, state govern-
ments, industry, academia and global partners
to ensure the of

and iation (IESA) has

tor manufacturing equipment spending ex-
pected to grow to nearly USS230 billion by 2028,
the policy positions India to capture the next

welcomed the Iaunch of SEMICON India 2.0,
describing it as a landmark initiative that will
strengthen India’s position as a trusted glo-

wave of global i s in

bal hub. C the

manufacturing, advanced packaging. equip-
ment and materials, Chandak added.” “Equally
significant is the approval of the Mobile Phone

Govemment of India, the Ministry of E lccm)n
ics and Information Technology ( ) an
the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM), IESA

SEMICON India 2.0. He said IESA will con-
tinue supporting workforce development,
startup growth, industry-led R&D, policy ad-
vocacy and international collaborations to
build a resilient, innovation-driven and glo-
bally competitive semiconductor ecosystem

nd aligned with India's vision of technological

leadership and Atmanirbhar Bharat

The Assam Times
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